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Docs give artificial
eye touch of realism

Mumbai surgeon dusts up a little-known technique
from old texts, colleagues design acrylic prosthesis

EYE FUR AN EYE

Majzﬂ.hr Im (e

Mum’hﬂ Ome look at 24-vear
old Ramesh More and no one
I:a.u that his right eve is a
showpiece, "At times, [
feel_. it looks better than my
normal left eve,” gushes the
yeungster whe lost his right
eve 1# vears back while play-
ing with' friends.
What More (not his real
name) likes the mostabout his

new acrylic eve—customised E;
froma silicon prosthesis cost-
ing Ra 100 — is s near-real

movements, 1 can now even
steeh withmy evies shist, some:
thiing I coutdnt do with my old-
erplastic sve.

False ayes have been in use
for a long time. Beady-eved pi-
rates are 2 regilar featore of

story books; cricketer Tiger

Pataud] emerged as areal-life
hero who wasn't fazed by his
glasgy eye. But atesm of In-
dian doctors have now added

‘@ toueh a-f’r&alism o the artd-

fictaleye = and wor an award
fromm the American Academy
of Opthalmology a conple of
moenthsback for thelr innova-

tion.
It w:as aw:ra X

i vrosthasis Fitted an

an ophthalmic-facial plastic

‘surgeon, picked up a litile-

known technigue froog old sur

‘gery books and started fixing

eyeball muscles ina manner:
that facilitated betier move-
ment for the artificial eve (see
D).

. Patients can now get up to
#0 % movement which was not
pmsihm withthe mrliertﬂch
nigues,” saya Dr'Shor
is amwhed tut E :

itaIPar

H:thertun patients wanting
a better moving false eve had
toopt for & porous polvethyl-
ene implant costing over Rs
16,000, In' ,the stir-
gical innovation de‘visaﬂ by,
gr Shotiie along mithﬂr'sm.-:a
tosh Honavar and Dr

(g team from the pras-
t’iﬁ‘iwa LV Progad Institute
basad in Hvderabad) works ouf
to Rs 30-35,000, inclusive of tha'-
surgery and eve-manufactur-
irig costs,

On Friday, the same team
of doctors will meet patienta
at the Aditya Jyot Eve Hospi-
tal and check out some pa-
Hents who ha.ua the
others

whi want to have it implant-
.

Ten-vear-old Rashmi Ingle,
whio was a promising swin-
mer wntil cancer strpck three
years back, willlieone among.
those guening up:

“Her right retina was af-
fected and it was thought safest
toremove the aye,” recalls hep
father Vijay, an employes of
thie Atomic Energy Regulato-

1w Board:

But in September; Rashmi
got & matching brown eye—
rather a prosthesis that is en-
couraging her to give up the
dark blue shades she has used
asa'shield sofar

The procedure has two
stages. In the first stage, the.
plﬁsuc 3 urgeon either re-
mOves or reats the: damaged
Ejre before inserting a silicone
im la.nt In other words, D

& preparesiihe periect
ETOVE — - even taking skin from
Rashmi's hip to provide sym-
metry to her face that had been
affected by cancer freatment—
for the prothesis.

The ocularist, whose task
is to design an avtificial eye,
steps in during the second
stage of the process to shape
an acrylic prosthesis. Goular-
ist Dr Raizada, who comes to
Mumbat onice & month, has de-
signed 7,000 suich eves, He says
the new m*mthmjs scores be-
canse of its “customised ap-
Frﬂﬂl:h“

Dr Raizada studies the ex-
ﬁ , down to the minute

of its size, glow as well
as the thin, red blm-d vessels
alongside: The frritation fac-
tor after the surgery s thas so
low that patlents need to re:
mitve the false eye only once a
month 25 against once & day,
" which is the usual practice
with the older mathod.

But the operation is still
considered & success only
when the movement of the im-
plant ean be fransmitted to the

iesis,

However, with patients tes-
tifying to its benefits, the low-
cost solation may provetobe
a glft from Indian doctors for
Indians, and perhaps the

wworld.




