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The rising: Shots boost hair growth
> GRowIH FAcIoR sHols: A Hyderabad-based doctor
couple injects groMh factors intothe scaip to €duce
hairfall. Prcpared with scientkts of llT"Bombay, QR 678 i5 yet
to be patented. Five to eightsessions, costing Rs 5,000 each.
ol Tukiple,t ly .jections nay beneedpd

> SIEM GELL I rEcTrot{s: A Mumbai doctor deLivers
inieclions orsiem.elk derived fror' human fdrty tiseues.
Two shots costing Rs 25,000.p1us are needed three months
aparl The costjumpsfourtimes if a paiient wanh own
stem cellto be haruested

:s only one oI the cetels from Mumbd
who zils across to Chdmind city everv
ihree weeks lor a shot.

Hairtae b big business in India. Pras
tic surgeon Dr S Keswani feels hair h'ds
plaht is the fasiesi crcwing setor sMnd
onty io liposuction, iD India s cosnretic

6?8, doclors now ale ofler stem celllher
apy to rescue one's croMing glory

> OR 678 research began in Kharuhar, P 7

UNDAYWTIMES

Mabtnv lyer lrNN

Mmbai: It's a hair-raising claim, Hy-
derabad based doctor coulle Debmj
Shome and Rinky Kapoor claims thai
their home'grown invention, QR 6?8,
coutd arrcst the most stublon cases of
haidall Balding aodd be a thing of the
!ast, says Dr Kapoor a dermatologist at
tached to Alolo Hoslital.

Accordins to the duo, their in'ention
catled QR 6?8 entailed fou yeas of re'
search as it went tlrmuelt vaiou stages
of de!€lopment in the laboratories of Tata
Memoiial Iloslitd, m-Bomb4v and A!ol-
Io Hospiial in Hyderabad. r theE is no
resedch paler on it t€t," says Dr Shome,
''it is orny because we ha@ still not pateD!
ed the molecrile, which js basicauy a mjx
of mdy growth factos."

The doctors' 700.odd Datient !oo1, each
of whom has undergone five to eight
shots of Rs 5,000 each, has genemied
much wod of mouth publiciiy for the
new technique. Indipop sinser Anaida

BYE.BYE HAIN TRAI{SPLAIII?

sursery chdts. Not suprisiDsly-then,



Hairfall research took root

Surgical
Lla rTranspranF smallp,eces ofI Ihai.beannos(a o frcm the ba.
ck ofthe head are transplanted,to
baldinq spots. Dociors take sma
portion ofthe scalp tiom eitheribe
backorsideofthe head and nove
them into the slits onthe top of
ihe head, This is ca led hairsnt
tinq, punch graftinq, plug qraiting
or hairhansplantation, At tines,
doctoE transfer f laps-a larger
portion-tothe bad ng areas,

Patienl-Speak
!. ratall.anbetdumnric.monstoraDc6oni.
I i showblz. s nqer ai! da kiows lhc locldg too
wol| over thc,€aB sho rcalised sheEsultc iq
m6r w hai.la l. " tr cd *vedlthcGp es, crcf
us nq minoxidn," 5he sa d, sutionche 0cd,she

in Tata hospl Kharghar unit
I \ematolosBr Dr satish
I lBhrt,J. $no lrrcnscaI ,.our of his coopEjaae

clinic. sL! ted the Euopean
treatmenl aroDd thr@ Don
ths ago. "Stem cels alP looM
to take on tbe role of skin (or
bajr). bone dd nusle we use
siem cells derired irom fartt
tjssues that al,€ady klow oretr
role and $on t gios inio hr
nours, 'lle sr,!s Hrs concoc.
tior is nnporled lrom lialy
coilile Rs 25,0C{. tl the pa.
rient warts his/heroMstenl
cells lobe derived trcnr his/
her oun fat cells, then lhe c, )st
goes up four limes, headds.

DrBhali{ bellcv.s grorvln
faclos dd sren $llsarcllre
nexr big thibgs in hrir carc
"Rr)pleaI!sickor hairhnrs.
plans, whicb have . bushy aD
pearance and look.rtficial.
Onc ol 10 peNons wdcryoins
a mnsplani drrnplains ot sidN
eil{ts sucb as $ clliryedin.
tection So stcn ccU il\jdtiors
that cnuse local ssellilg aDd
redness for ody 43 horus aN
lvelL\me, hcadds so, howdo
thc ne{ technolo,lits $orkl
Accoding to tledo(toN. jhey
re]e'sc the bodv s b.siccDci
nerhgDit Edprcte!1F

Hair works on a biochem.
ical rhythm. tlail follicles
grow on tbe interactions be
tween ihe dermis and epi

lien head ab.ut m.sothedpy (inlc.ring mcd

I

Shome. Hc lelt that the .e
versl@al lactore triegerins
bair gbsur<rild also work.

But to isolate one of the
hundreds of local lrotein
Crowth lactors thar causcd
harrCD\\1horhai.losswasa
moti task. Over 18 non-
ths, we identjf:ed live ghwth
factoN &d, s'ith the help of
IIT B scientists, synthesised
dillerent composrtions and
proporlrrls " sid DrXaliNr:

Apilot tna1. n!,rs 25 caD
.iir patr.nts wilh hair.loss
sho\vedl:ros'th'lhereafter
bisger hails showqi over 30 "rhair growth ir about si!
months ir over90'16 palicnis
lvhotried this iDjection ihor.
.0y," said the dodors Over
?00 persoDs Iave.lf eady un.
dergone QR 6?8 r herapy

Plasiic sutAsm Dr ll Ra-
jDul, wbo sDecializcs h hlir
t.rnsplorrs, lels that tle ncrv

'ncihodologies 
l)o it stem

cells or eDidernnl If osih Iac-
tors -h.ve a rol. to pl.y in
hrir re{cnerarirn. Th{}so
hlthods 0u or]lv bclp tnt icnls
\vho arc Dot bal.l The). can
hrle a thimjns baidine. but
il thef hrir mols are dcad_
th.n there is no technology
that can rcviv€ rl, hesays.

'the duo, however, claims
that their concoction sorks
even oD tbose who have been
bJ.ld for a ivhile, Jrrolided th,
erE an: some microupjc hair
stiu present in the folljcles.

lntos@lp) inrsingapomspa 1w6 surptucd to
hoar then 5ay thcy had impo.tod rhc dtus trcm
ADollo Hosp ldl in Hydcrdbad," shc sa d. Hg trean
nsnr with QR673i5horcthai h lwaythmuqh,
"8ut .ad lecl ny hair s friig i,r r.ker." sn I she

Non-Surgical
Ilalraddltions:rh s s an

ihar bear nq conkapt

giv€ a 'fuller head of han

additions co!ld be inth€
torm of ha rweaves, han

toupees,non sDrqicalhair
rcpacemenis, Dartal hair
orosthe!e5, hair wefts etc.

mtrodaboulslde.etlc.rs?"Dod0665ur.ddett
docsn r ev$ qcr inioilrbtoodnrcm,"shc 5atd,

do nris(llc rwolavcrsof the
skin). FaclorsIr0htheh!ir
root shool siFrals rhatde nr
stNnrcntdl in thc ibree strsc
Bro$thol eachhri.ThesiB
Mlling js don€ by the nehvoft
of ca!iilaries surroundins
Urc base of the hairfolli.le
that delilers tle nutrienls
amiro acrds. vitamins, min
eralFnecessdy lif lroler
fluctioning. ' say DrKap@.
ed Dr Shome.Ii N this bio.

ch(Dical siEnallhrt thc (luo
clain to luv. d{rv.loDed

'fhe QR 6i8 sldt besan in
]'rla Nlenxfial Hospilrls
Kharsbar rcsed.h iDit. Wc
Ndre rese,.chirg th€ us! ol
Darcpalicies io crm etinabl
asioma. a .dcer ol the etina
After injectmg ibe pd.ticles
nar the els of mi@, re iound
ihaL haf arolurd the eyes had
falen, suggr5thg that lft.l lac
torccould llaya rolc," said Dr


